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It is good to be together this morning, isn’t it?  We are looking forward to a great afternoon, 

having some lunch.  I am thankful to be standing here with you today. 

 

Fifteen-years ago we were gathered for a similar celebration, our 25
th

 Anniversary.  That was 

toward the beginning of my time serving with Bethel Grace as Senior Pastor.  On that occasion, I 

brought a message that I called “Eight Things That Matter Most,” laying out the values of 

ministry that we wanted to pursue here at Bethel Grace. 

 

Now as we are celebrating our 40
th

 Anniversary of God’s faithfulness to us, I want to start by 

reminding you of the first of those eight values.  All eight of the values that we recognized back 

then are on our Website today.  We still want to walk in them today.  But that first value weighs 

on my heart this morning as we prepare to take in what the Lord has for us in His Word.  That 

first value is “To Pursue a Pure Elevated View of God.” 

 

By pure, I mean we want to see the Lord.  We want to see the Living God.  We want to see the 

Triune God as He has revealed Himself to us, unedited, unmixed with error, in all of His 

attributes of greatness and goodness.  We want a clear accurate view of God.  We want a pure 

and elevated view of God and by elevated, I mean we want to see Him in His true position 

enthroned, exalted, the sovereign King of heaven and earth, who reigns over all, including our 

church and our lives. 

 

The passage of Scripture that we are going to be looking at this morning is going to help us with 

that.  It is going to give us a clear picture of what God is like and what our response to Him 

should be.  Principles that are here in this text remain relevant today into the next forty-years and 

into the next four-hundred-years, should the Lord not come back for us first. 

 

Let’s read what is here for us in Isaiah Chapter 6 and Verses 1 through 13: 

 
1
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 

lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple.  
2
Above him stood the seraphim.  

Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, 

and with two he flew. 
3
And one called to another and said: 

 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
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4
And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the 

house was filled with smoke.  
5
And I said: “woe is me!  for I am lost; for I am a man 

of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have 

seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 
6
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had 

taken with tongs from the altar.  
7
And he touched my mouth and said:  “Behold, this 

has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

 
8
And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for 

us?”  Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”  
9
And he said, “Go, and say to this people: 

 

“Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 

keep on seeing, but do not perceive. 
10

Make the heart of his people dull, 

and their ears heavy, 

and blind their eyes; 

lest they see with their eyes, 

and hear with their ears, 

and understand with their hearts, 

and turn and be healed.” 
11

Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” 

and he said: 

“Until cities lie waste 

without inhabitant, 

and houses without people, 

and the land is a desolate waste, 
12

and the LORD removes people far away, 

and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 
13

And though a tenth remain in it, 

it will be burned again, 

like a terebinth or an oak, 

whose stump remains 

when it is felled.” 

The holy seed is it stump. 

 

Because the Lord of Hosts, High and Holy has spoken to us, we say AMEN and may God bless 

the reading of His Word. 

 

In recent months as you might imagine, I have been thinking a lot about Bethel Grace and its 

forty-years.  I have been thinking about how this church has help me personally in the twenty-

nine-years that I have been a part of Bethel Grace, both as a young man in my earlier days 

growing in the Lord and then as a pastor.  Many moments have come to heart, but one moment 

has been standing out to me as I have been meditating on this portion of Scripture.  That moment 

came with a visit from one of our missionaries by the name of Walter Copeland who, along with 

his wife, had decades of faithful church planting and pastoral ministry in Japan 
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Walter was here speaking at Bethel Grace on one of his furlough visits.  He was sharing his heart 

about how he saw things changing every trip that he made back to the states, which was every 

seven years or so.  He shared with us how it was so easy for him to see a society adrift; a society 

losing its ability to blush; becoming more and more dismissive of the ways of God and more 

flagrant in its practice of sin. 

 

He shared with us what was even sadder in his heart, and that was that he saw a church going 

adrift with it.  He saw a church losing reverence and using all kinds of sad shenanigans in the 

attempt to stay relevant; using the ways of the world in attempts to try to reach the world. 

 

I remember that he was up in this pulpit one Sunday morning pleading with Bethel Grace.  I 

can’t tell you what passage of Scripture that he was preaching from, but I do remember six words 

that he shared with us, urging us from the deep places in his heart carried by the Holy Spirit.  

Those six words to Bethel Grace were: “Don’t lose your ability to tremble.”   

 

At the heart of this, was the sense that we cannot lose sight of the holiness and the power of the 

Living God who created all things and sustains all things, including our very next breath.  There 

must be the sense even in the joy of the Lord, an ongoing sense of reverence in the sight of the 

One who is Almighty.  Even in the gladness of heart that God wants to give His people, there 

must be gravity, because God is holy. 

 

I wonder if Isaiah the prophet were standing here and was able to share with the people of Bethel 

Grace on its 40
th

 Anniversary, if he would have a similar appeal, pleading with the church of 

God as they look to the future to have humility in the midst of the joy of our salvation, because 

Isaiah was a man who knew that the people of God had a history of going adrift from the things 

of God. 

 

As we have seen in our study of the book of Isaiah over the past six weeks, the nation of Israel 

and the southern tribes of Judah and Benjamin, they were a people adrift.  They were a people in 

apostasy during Isaiah’s day.  They had drifted far from the heart of God and they were living 

duel lives.   

 

They were still going to temple worship, but they were living lives of refined savagery the rest of 

the week.  We have seen the account of the people of God in their immorality and idolatry, in 

their greed, and even in their willingness to be violent in their desire to maintain the lifestyle that 

they wanted.  Isaiah saw a people adrift. 

 

It has been recognized by those who study the lifecycle of churches that the longer a church 

exists, the more susceptible it is to slip into maintenance mode, and slipping into maintenance 

mode the more susceptible it is to fall asleep in the light.  Falling asleep in the light, more 

susceptible the church is to be caught into the pull of a fallen culture and into apostasy. 

 

This can happen, and, praising God for all of the historic churches that have remained faithful, 

we know that many churches have lapsed.  Many churches had drifted into apostasy and 

crumbling.  Some people sitting in here know the pain of that personally.  Institutions of 

Christian learning, Bible colleges and seminaries, have even seen decay from within.   
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It is in the midst of such realities that this passage of Scripture comes to us for our benefit—

written for the revival of the church.   

 

In view of things that happened in Old Testament Israel, in view of things that have happened in 

churches, we have this portion of Scripture that is given to us like an alarm clock, like a light, 

like a shot of adrenaline and caffeine to keep the true Israel and the true church of God, the true 

elect of God, awake and alert to the unique glory of the Living God on this earth. 

 

It is given for the sake of renewal starting with Isaiah, the remnant in Israel, and into the lives of 

the church today.  So let’s walk through this passage together.  Let’s take a close look at what 

God wants to speak into our hearts, and draw a few principles for the ongoing and future vitality 

and health for Bethel Grace. 

 

Verse 1: 

 
1
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 

lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple.   

 

It would seem that Isaiah, being a citizen of Jerusalem, was at the temple of God for worship and 

prayer when the familiar surroundings suddenly became very, very much changed.  The temple 

in Jerusalem was like a miniature model of a heavenly reality.  It represented the rule of God 

coming down to us on earth. 

 

But on this day for Isaiah, the earthly symbol of the temple was made a gateway into another 

realm.  After a fifty-year reign, the great earthly King Uzziah now laid dead.  Yet the King of 

kings was holding court, reigning in holiness and Isaiah was literally allowed to see it.   

 

Verse 2: 

 
2
Above him stood the seraphim.  Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, 

and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 

 

These verses say that the King’s attendants were called seraphim.  These are angelic beings.  The 

root meaning of the word seraphim means fire or burning.  These are living creatures filled with 

pure and passionate, and whole-hearted praise for the Living God. 

 

Notice this: even as pure and holy beings, the seraphim are worshiping the Lord humbled in the 

presence of God.  With their wings, they are covering their eyes.  They are covering their feet.  

Why are they postured like this?  AW Tozer in his book, “The Knowledge of the Holy” reminds 

us.  He said:  

 

“We must not think of God as the highest in an ascending order of beings, starting with 

the single cell and going on up from the fish to the bird to the animal to man to angel to 

cherub to God.  God is as high above an arch angel as above a caterpillar, for the gulf that 

separates the angel and the caterpillar is but finite, while the gulf between God and the 

archangel is infinite.” 
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Of all created beings, the seraphim knew the reality of that.  They knew that God was on a 

different plane of existence altogether.  Hence, we have this white-hot passionate worship of the 

King always flowing forth from their hearts and their lips.   

 

Isaiah did not tell us how many angels he saw in this vision.  Whatever the number was, it would 

seem that one was calling out to another with the praises of the Lord, but when the Apostle John 

was lifted into a similar heavenly vision, he saw myriads upon myriads—thousands upon 

thousands of such beings (Revelation 5:11).  That is to say that there were millions of them 

crying out, praising the Lord. 

 

The antiphonal praise is given to instruct our hearts.  What did the seraphim say?  Verse 3: 

 
3
And one called to another and said: 

 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory!” 

 

“Holy, holy, holy” is not just repletion, it is emphasis.  It is perfection multiplied by perfection.  

It is distinctiveness multiplied by distinctiveness.   

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, each use of the word boosting the previous use of the word 

exponentially.  In the words of a commentator named Ortland, the seraphim are straining at the 

leash of language to convey the exaltation of the God that we serve.  He is in a different category 

all together. 

 

So, Bethel Grace, as we think about what we do when we gather together here, moving into the 

decades ahead, let us be filled with the Spirit that we might glorify God with reverent worship of 

the King of kings and the Lord of lords, who is receiving worship like this at all times.  Let us 

resolved that by the Spirit and His power revealing more of God to us, we will remain humble 

under a high, accurate, undiluted, unedited, biblically pure vision of the Most High God. 

 

Brothers and sisters, there is our distinctiveness in this world—being caught up in the glories of 

who God is.  This is what keeps us distinct and lively, and how we need the Spirit of Jesus to 

pervade our hearts in this because plodding through our daily routine, we seldom feel the 

grandeur of this like we should.  We get absorbed in our anxieties and in our lesser ambitions.   

 

That’s why I appreciate that since becoming a part of Bethel Grace about five-years ago, Pastor 

Chris has always prayed, “Lord, arrest us to Yourself.”  Arrest us!  Grab us and take hold of us 

so that we can see who You are.  Overcome our tendency toward malaise and apathy and open 

our eyes to Your glory!  That is what we pray for moving forward as a church family together—

worship filled with a clear vison of God and having awe in view of Him in response.   

 

Isaiah was able to sense the power of God’s presence and he passed it on to us for our benefit.   
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Moving into Verse 4: 

 
4
And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the 

house was filled with smoke.   

 

So the temple was shaking at the sound of the voice of just one of these created beings.  If we 

think of angels as chubby little cupid-looking figures with little, tiny wings sitting on a cloud 

strumming harps, we need to rethink our view of what angels really are. We should rather think  

of them like aircrafts breaking the sound barrier, because that is kind of what is depicted here. 

 

Notice that Isaiah was being overwhelmed at every aspect of sensory level.  With his eyes, he 

saw a picture of the glory of God high and lifted up.  With his ears, his capacity for hearing was 

being filled with angelic worship, proclaiming the holiness and the glory of God.   

 

Isaiah felt the vibration under his feet.  He smelled the smoke starting to fill the temple.  I would 

imagine that he tasted the cotton his mouth.  The he said: 

 
5
… “woe is me!  for I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 

midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 

hosts!” 

 

Here Isaiah saw God like he never seen God before, therefore he was seeing himself as he had 

never seen himself before.  In view of his increased intense view of the holiness of God, he 

understood the sinfulness of his heart, which is made evident in the way he used his capacity for 

speech.  Isaiah proclaimed the prophetic word of the denunciation of sin and of lament upon 

himself.  “Woe is me!”   

 

Here we have Isaiah having an experience of spiritual, psychological, and perhaps even 

physiological disintegration.  So can you imagine how the terror must have multiplied when one 

of the seraph peeled off its flight path around the throne, doing a dive straight down to Isaiah in 

his direction? 

 
6
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had 

taken with tongs from the altar.  
7
And he touched my mouth and said:  “Behold, this 

has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

 

What we must see here in the context of the whole Bible is that this coal that was being 

personally applied to Isaiah, it prefigured the finished work of Jesus Christ, the very Messiah that 

Isaiah would prophesy about. 

 

The coal prefigured the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross for sinners like Isaiah and us.  

Christ went to the place of ultimate sacrifice.  In the Old Testament, lambs were laid upon the 

altar.  In the New Testament, the Lamb was nailed to the cross and Isaiah would prophesy about 

this in detail and in his sacred fifty-third chapter. 
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But I can’t imagine that Isaiah would ever forget this moment, when this angel said to him, 

“Your guilt is taken away.  Your sin is atoned for.  You are right with God.  You are pure in His 

sight.  You are forgiven.”  Even Isaiah would come to know what he proclaimed for all of the 

people of God coming to Jesus in faith.  He would come to know that it was true of his life too.  

“He was pierced for my transgression.  He was wounded for my iniquities.  By his stripes, I AM 

HEALED.”  We see this in the demeanor that comes to us in the rest of this passage. 

 

Do you know what that heavenly temple of God became in that moment with sinners being 

forgiven?  It was a Bethel Grace!  Isn’t that awesome?  And I am serious right now.  Bethel is the 

Old Testament word for house of God.  Grace is a New Testament word speaking of God’s 

unmerited favor upon the ill deserving, bringing kindness and forgiveness into lives.  This house 

of holy worship became a house of God’s grace, a place of forgiveness, rebirth, and new life.   

 

Bethel Grace, as we think about the previous forty-years and as we walk into the next forty-

years, let us always, by the work of the Spirit empowering us, put a stoplight on the grace that 

takes guilt away.  This is the relevance we need, because we are living in a world that is filled 

with people living under the guilt of sin.  Many people don’t even realize it, but it is the reality. 

 

We pray that many would experience the kind of crisis that Isaiah had, so they could be born 

again and set free like we see the total renewal happening in the life of this man, Isaiah, as we 

will see when we go on through the text. 

 

In addition to that, even as we think about those who have come to faith, even our brothers and 

sisters in Christ, understand that you are surrounded by people that are being buffeted by the 

trials of life and the ongoing difficulties that have been unleashed because of the human race and 

sin in this world. 

 

How refreshing it is to come to a place where there is a fount of grace; where there is 

understanding; where there is the pursuit of peace; where we are helping each other to be 

reminded of the grace of Jesus Christ, who forgives sinners and empowers them and fills them 

with grace that they might extend that same work of grace to us.  Brothers and sisters, that’s it!  

That is the relevance.  I have been having such renewal in my love for the name of this church—

a house of God’s grace.   

 

We see how Isaiah was not only a man forgiven, but he was a man awakened to live for God.  

“Everyone who sins is a slave to sin,” but, “If the Son sets you free, you will be set free indeed.”  

And we see how Isaiah was reawakened here.   

 
8
And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for 

us?”  Then I said, “Here I am! Send me 

 

It goes from, “Woe is me,” to “Here I am.”  With liveliness, Isaiah responded to the call of the 

Lord, and he would need it because he was going to have a difficult message, of how the people 

of Israel had been spurning the Law and the call of the Lord in such a prolonged way and were 

being hardened to the Lord—as in the language of Romans Chapter 1 of giving them over to 

their choices. 
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In the language of Second Timiothy Chapter 4, where the people of God are called to preach the 

Word of God in season or out of season, Isaiah was going to be preaching the Word of God out 

of season, and he would be preaching judgment with grace.  The book of Isaiah is called “The 

Fifth Gospel,” the gospel of the Old Testament, because it is pervaded with the message of grace.  

However, sadly, the people would be dull to it and they would get duller and duller with each 

hearing of it.   

 

So, Bethel Grace, as we think about our time with Isaiah, we need to honor the Word of God in 

its totality, magnifying the Gospel and teaching everything that God reveals about Himself and 

His ways.  We want to be a church submitting ourselves joyfully to the entirety of Scripture, 

recognizing what is identified as that of first importance, that Christ died for sinners according to 

the Scriptures; that He was put in the grave, according to the Scriptures, and that He rose again.  

He has the power of the cross to forgive and take guilt away.  He has power from the empty 

grave to make life new and that is His work, and how we need it to be done.   

 

I will finish with this: we are going back to the angel voices.  What does the Christmas carol that 

we are going to be singing in the months ahead say?  “Hear the angel voices.”  Isaiah Chapter 6 

and Verse 3: 

 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
 

The whole earth!  I love reading through Isaiah.  Personally, I like Isaiah, the man.  One of the 

things I like about him is that I think that he was attuned with the natural realm.  He spoke about 

coastlands, forests, trees, and desert environments.  I love the great outdoors and I get the 

impression that he did too.   

 

Isaiah saw the glory of God throughout the universe display.  Do you want to know what the 

greatest manifestation of the glory of God on this earth is?  I’m looking at it!  The church of 

God.  The people of God, created in the image and likeness of God.   

 

And like the rest of humanity, fallen in sin but born again by the grace of God.  Cleansed as 

white as snow in the sight of God.  Adorned in the righteousness of Jesus with a righteous 

standing before the holiness of God, now growing in the ways of Him.  So that more and more 

they are being formed and fashioned into the likeness of the One, the Messiah, who came into 

the world to save us, resembling Jesus more and more 

 

May the Lord have His way among us for the next ten, twenty, forty, or hundred years that we 

might glorify God as we grow in the ways of the One who has come to forgive us and cleans us 

and make us new. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 


